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December 16, 2010

Scientific Management Review Board

ATTN: Lyric Jorgenson

Office of Science Policy, Office of the Director
National Institutes of Health

6705 Rockledge Drive, Suite 750

Bethesda, MD 20892

Dear Members of the Scientific Management Review Board,

Enclosed is a letter from NCRR Science Education Partnership Award (SEPA)
grantees.

We urge the Scientific Management Review Board to ensure continued strong
support and funding for this important program which supports diversification of
the scientific workforce, contributes to the science education pipeline, enhances
scientific literacy from K to grey, and educates the public about the mission of the
National Institutes of Health.

Best regards,

Frucie d. Flok

Louisa A. Stark, Ph.D.

Director

Genetic Science Learning Center
University of Utah

Genetic Science Learning Center
http://gslc.genetics.utah.edu
15 North 2030 East, Room 2160
Salt Lake City, Utah 84112-5330
(801) 585-3470
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December 16, 2010

Scientific Management Review Board

ATTN: Lyric Jorgenson

Office of Science Policy, Office of the Director
National Institutes of Health

6705 Rockledge Drive, Suite 750

Bethesda, MD 20892

Since the Dec. 7, 2010 public discussion of the creation of the National Center for
Translational Medicine and Therapeutics, the future of the National Center for
Research Resources (NCRR)and its programs has become somewhat uncertain.
This raises concern about the continuation and vigor of a number of NCRR
programs that we see as important to the research and educational

communities nationwide.

Whatever form any NIH reorganization may ultimately take, we urge you to
continue strong and coordinated support and funding for the Science Education
Partnership Award (SEPA) program funded by NCRR. This nationally-
recognized program is a vital investment in the our country’s future, building a
diverse scientific workforce pipeline, enhancing scientific and health literacy for
people of all ages and promoting public support for the NIH.

Since 1992, the SEPA program has mobilized diverse scientific and medical
resources to strengthen the nation’s K-12 education system and promote science
learning in formal and informal settings by people of all ages and backgrounds.
Through exposure to genuine biomedical science, SEPA programs inspire
diverse young people across the US to become the next generation of biomedical
researchers and educators. The SEPA program has demonstrated extraordinary
success in promoting access for all students—including those from groups
underrepresented in science-related professions—to the latest discoveries and
excitement of biomedical research. In addition, K-12 teachers who are exposed to
the latest scientific discoveries and are trained in using high-quality science
curriculum materials through SEPA programs are better prepared to teach and
share their excitement about science with millions of students each year. Many
of these teachers participate in the research programs themselves. Furthermore,
exhibits and programs at science centers and museums also build science literacy
by engaging community members of all ages. Other web, television and
mutimedia resources also tell the stories of translational discovery. All of these
SEPA programs engender public support for NIH and the public funding of



biomedical research. The SEPA program is already effectively addressing many
of the 2010 recommendations on K-12 STEM education from the President's
Council of Advisors on Science and Technology.

SEPA projects have received numerous awards that recognize their high quality
and their significant contributions to science education. For example, this year
the journal Science gave three of the first six Science Prize for Online Resources
in Education (SPORE) awards to current or past SEPA grantees.

The SEPA community is unlike any other group of federal education grantees.
We address K-12 science education in both formal and informal settings, provide
a forum for educational innovation, rigorously evaluate educational outcomes
and impacts, and are a proven vehicle for fostering community engagement in
the NIH mission. Much synergy has been gained by gathering formal and
informal K-12 programs into a single cohesive community that works together
and learns from each other. The SEPA program is unique among federal
programs in bringing together this diverse group and in building this synergy.

The signers of this letter represent the nationwide community of people who
lead SEPA-funded projects. We are scientists, physicians, university and K-12
educators, science center and museum leaders, and scientific society staff. We
believe strongly that NIH's promotion of science and health education through
the SEPA program is highly successful despite a very modest annual budget,
currently less than $25 million. It provides an indispensable positive
contribution to the education and health of the American public. We thus urge
you to continue strong support for a coherent SEPA program with funding at the
current level or higher.

cc: Dr. Francis Collins, Director, NTH
Dr. Lawrence A. Tabak, Co-Chair, NCRR Task Force
Dr. Alan Guttmacher, Co-Chair, NCRR Task Force
Director’s Council of Public Representatives



Lisa M. Abrams, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Department of Foundations of Education
Virginia Commonwealth University
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Walter C. Allan, MD

Medical Director

Foundation for Blood Research
and Consulting Scientist
ScienceWorks for ME
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Sandra F. Amass, DVM, PhD
Professor and Associate Dean for Engagement
Purdue University School of Veterinary Medicine
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David L. Anderson
Associate Professor of Philosophy
[linois State University
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Barbara Baumstark, Ph.D.
Professor of Biology
Georgia State University
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. udith S. Bond, PhD
F:van Pugh Professor and Chair

Nepartment of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
i*enn State University College of Medicine
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Susan E. Bonk

Director of Education and Exhibits
EdVenture Children's Museum

Gerry Boss, M.D.
Professor of Medicine
University of California, San Diego
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Theresa B. Britschgi, MS
BioQuest Director
Seattle Biomedical Research Institute

iy A. Brown
Cao-P1 Heart Smart, Sr. VP Ecucation

Miami Science Museum

William E. Cameron, PhD

Associate Professor

Department of Behavioral Neuroscience
Oregon Health & Science University
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L. Arthur Campfield, Ph.D.
Professor, Food Science and Human Nutrition
COlorado State University

Charles Carlson
Project Director, Senior Scientist
Exploratorium
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Ann Chester, Ph.D.
Assistant Vice President for Health Sciences for Social
Justice
Robert C. Byrd Health Sciences Center
West Virginia University

Jeanne Ting Chowning
Director of Education
Northwest Association for Biomedical Research
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Toby Citrin
Director, Center for Public Health and Community

Genomics
University of Michigan School of Public Health

Theodore Clark, PhD

Associate Professor

Director of Graduate Studies Field of Immunology
Department of Microbiology & Immunology
Cornell University
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Victoria Coats

Manager of Exhibit Research and Development
Oregon Museum of Science and Industry
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[sobel R. Contento, Ph.D.

Mary Swartz Rose Professor of Nutrition and Education
and Coordinator,

Program in Nutrition, Box 137

Department of Health and Behavior Studies

Teachers College, Columbia University
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Bridget C. Coughlin, PhD
Vice President
Denver Museum of Nature & Science
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Valence Davillier
Vice President of Exhibits
Great Lakes Science Center
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Maggie DeBon, Ph.D.

Associate Professor

University of Tennessee Health Science Center-
Memphis

Department of Preventive Medicine

Dr. Sonsoles de Lacalle
Associate Professor
Charles Drew University of Medicine and Science
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Gregory DeFrancis
Director of Education
Montshire Museum of Science
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Susan A. DeRiemer, Ph.D.

Professor, Department of Professional and Medical
Education

Meharry Medical College
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Donald A. DeRosa

Clinical Assistant Professor, Curriculum and Teaching
Boston University School of Education

Research Assistant Professor, Biochemisiry

Boston Universily School of Medicine

PI of CitylLab SEPA
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Judy Diamond, Ph.D.

Professor and Curator
University of Nebraska State Museum
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Erin L. Dolan, Ph.DD,

Associate Professor, Biochemistry

Outreach Director, Fralin Life Science Institute
Virginia Tech
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Janet M Dubinsky, Ph.D.

Professor

2009 Science Educator Award, Society for Neuroscience
Dept. of Neuroscience

University of Minnesota
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S. Monroe Duboise, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Microbiology
University of Southern Maine

Melani W. Duffrin, PhD, RD, LDN

Associale Professor of Nutrition Science
FoodMASTER Director

Director of Special Projects Center for Science,
Mathematics, and Technology Education

East Carolina University

Laurie A. K. Fink, PhD
Director of Science Programs
Science Museum of Minnesota
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Carl Franzblau, Ph.D.

Professor, Biochemistry

Boston University School of Medicine
PI of Cityl.ab SEPA
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Maurice Godfrey, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Pediatrics
University of Nebraska Medical Center
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SaVina Haywood
North Star — Principal Investigator
Anchorage Museum
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Timothy M. Herman, Ph.D.
Director, MSOE Center for BioMolecular Modeling
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Andrij Holian, Ph.D.

Professor of Toxicology and Director Center for
Environmental Health Sciences

The University of Montana

Barbara Hug, Ph.D. 7
Clinical Assistant Professor
University of lllincis at Urbana-Champaign,

WW—-\_
Lewis Jacobson

Professor of Biological Sciences
University of Pittsburgh
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Larry Johnson, PhD

Director of PEER

Professor of Veterinary Integrative Biosciences
Texas A&M University
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Mark S. Jolnson, MD MPH
Professor-and Chair - -

Dept. of Family Medicine

PL, SMART Program

UMD-New Jersey Medical School
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Mark A. Kaelin
Principal Investigator
Montclair State Universtiy
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Michael Kennedy, PhD

Director, Science in Society — an office for science
outreach & public engagement

Research Asst. Professor, Center for Genetic Medicine
Northwestern University
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Heather E. Kleiner-Hancock, Ph.D.

Associate Professor

Department of Pharmacology, Toxicology &
Neuroscience

Louisiana State University-Health Sciences Center
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Mary Jo Koroly, Ph.D.

Research Associate Professor, College of Medicine, and
Director

UF Center for Precollegiate Education and Training,
Academic Affairs

University of Florida
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M. Ann Lambros, Ph.D.

Assistant Dean for Medical Education

Director, Center of Excellence for Research, Teaching,
and Learning

Wake Forest University School of Medicine



Carl G. Leukefeld

Professor and Chair

Department of Behavioral Science
Bell Alcohol and Addictions Chair
University of Kentucky

Michael Lichtenstein, MD

Professor of Medicine/Geriatrics

SEPA Principal Investigator

University of Texas Health Science Center at San
Antonio
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Bertram Lubin, M.D.
President & Chiet Executive Officer
Children’s Hospital & Research Center Oakland
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Naomi L.. C. Luban, MD Chief,
Division of Laboratory Medicine
Director, Transfusion Medicine/
The Edward J. Miller Donor Center
Vice Chair for Academic Affairs,
Department of Pediatrics
Children's National Medical Center
Professor, Pediatrics and Pathology
George Washington University
School of Medicine and Health Sciences

Dina Markowitz, Ph.D.

Professor of Environmental Medicine

Director, Center for Science Education and OQutreach
University of Rochester

Laura W. Martin, Ph.D.
Senior Director of Educational Services
Arizona Science Center
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Marsha l.akes Matyas, Ph.D.
Director of Education Programs
American Physiological Society

Cheryl D. McCallum, Ed.D.
Director of Education
Children’s Museum of Houston
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Karina F. Meiri PhD, Professor of Anatomy and Cellular
Biolgy, Neuroscience and Pharmacology, Director of the
Integrated Studies Program,

Tufts University School of Medicine.
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Leslie Miller, Ph.D.
Rice University
Center for Technology in Teaching and Learning
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Marco Molinaro, Ph.D.

Chief Education Officer for the Center for Biophotonics,
PI of the Science, Biostatistics, and Cancer Education
SEPA grant, and Associate Program Director for K-16
outreach of the UCD CTSC

University of California, Davis (UCD) and the
University of California, Davis, Health System.
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Nancy P. Moreno, PhD

Professor, Allied Health Sciences, and Family and
Community Medicine

Senior Associate Director, Center for Educational
Outreach

Baylor College of Medicine

J. Steve Oliver
Professor and

Associate Department Head
Mathematics and Science Education
The University of Georgia

David H. Petering

SEPA program Director

University Distinguished Professor of Chemistry and
Biochemistry

Director, NIEHS Children’s Environmental Health
Sciences Core Center

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
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John A. Pollock, Ph.D. Associate Professor of Biological

Sciences & Director of Partnership in Education
Duquesne University Pittsburgh
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David D. Potter, PhD

Robert Winthrop Professor of Neurobiology, emeritus
Department of Neurobiology

Harvard Medical School
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Clandia L. Pryor
Piringipal Investicator / Lxecutive Producer
Diveraity Films lne.

Catla Rd’muz,

Carla Romney, D.Sc., M.B.A.

Assistant Dean, Graduate Medical Sciences
Associate Professor, Science and Engineering
Boston University School of Medicine

PI of CitylLab SEPA
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Patrice G. Saab, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
University of Miami
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Joan F. Schanck, MPA
Director, Education and Workforce Development
Pittsburgh Tissue Engineering Initiative, Inc.
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Monigue Scott
Assistant Director of Culiural Kducation
American Museum of Natura | History



Virginia L. Shepherd, Ph.D.
Professor of Pathology

Director, Center for Science Qutreach
Vanderbilt University

Senior Career Scientist

VA Medical Center

Linda S. Shore, Ed.D
Director, Teacher Institute
Exploratorium
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Rebecca Smith, PhD
Co-Director

Science & Health Education Partnership
University of California at San Francisco
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Louisa A. Stark, Ph.D.

Director, Genetic Science Learning Center
Associate Director, Community Engagement Core,
Center for Clinical and Translational Sciences
University of Utah

Kimberly D. Tanner, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Department of Biology

Director, SEPAL: The Science Education Partnership

and Assessment Laboratory
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Patricia A. Thomas, M.D

Professor of Pathology

Associate Dean

Office of Cultural Enhancement and Diversity
University of Kansus School ol Medicine
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Martin Weiss, PhD
Science Interpretation
New York Hall of Science
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Marilyn A. Winkleby, Ph.D., MPH

Professor of Medicine

Stanford Prevention Research Center

Faculty Director, Office of Community Health
Stanford University School of Medicine
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Kelley Withy MD, PhD

Professor, Dept. Complementary/Alternative Medicine
University of Hawaii John A. Burns School of Medicine

John J. Stein, Ph.D. Director, Hawaii/Pacific Area Health Education Center

Senior Lecturer
Brown University Department of Neuroscience
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Marlys H. Witte, MD

Professor of Surgery

Director, Student Research Programs
University of Arizona College of Medicine
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Charles A. Wood, PhD
Executive Director, Center for Educational Technologies
Wheeling Jesuit University
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Eve Syrkin Wurtele

Professor

Department of Genetics,
Development and Cell Biology
lowa State University

J. Michael Wyss, Ph.D.

Professor of Cardiology, Cell Biology, Medicine,
Neurology, Neurobiology and Psychology

Director, Center for Community OutReach Development
Associate Director, UAB Alzheimer’s Disease Research
Center

The University of Alabama al Birmingham

Debra L. Yourick, Ph.D.

Director, Office of Science Education and Strategic
Communications

Walter Reed Army Institute of Research



