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December 16, 2010 

Scientific Management Review Board 
ATTN: Lyric Jorgenson 
Office of Science Policy, Office of the Director 
National Institutes of Health 
6705 Rockledge Drive, Suite 750 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

Dear Members of the Scientific Management Review Board, 

Enclosed is a lette r from NCRR Science Educa tion Partnership Award (SEPA) 
grantees. 

We urge the Scientific Management Review Board to ensure continued strong 
support and fund ing for thi s importa nt program which supports dive rsification of 
the scientific workforce, contributes to the science education pipeline, enhances 
scientific literacy from K to grey, and educates the public abo ut the mission of the 
National Institutes of Health. 

Best regards, 

Louisa A. Stark, Ph.D. 
Director 
Genetic Science Learning Center 
University of Utah 

Genetic Science Learning Center 
http://gslc.genetics.utah.edu 
, 5 North 2030 East, Room 2160 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84112-5330 

(801) 585-3470 

http:http://gslc.genetics.utah.edu


December 16, 2010 

Scien tifi c Management Review Board 
ATTN: Lyric Jorgenson 
Office of Science Policy, Offl ce of the Director 
National Institutes of Hea lth 
6705 Rock ledge Drive, Su ite 750 
Bethesda. MD 20892 

Since the Dec. 7, 2010 public discussion of the creation of the Na tional Cen ter for 
Translational Medicine and Therapeutics, the future of the Nationa l Center for 
Research Resources (NCRR) and its programs has become somewhat uncertain. 
This raises concern a bout the continuation and vigor of a number ofNCRR 
programs that we see as important to the resea rch and ed ucational 
com_IDunities nation w ide. 

W hatever form any NII-I reorgani za tion may ultimately take, we urge you to 
continue strong and coordina ted support and funding for the Science Ed ucation 
Partnership Award (SEPA) program funded by NCRR. This nationa ll y
recogni zed program is a vital investment in the our country's future, building a 
diverse scientific workforce p ipeline, enhancing scientific and hea lth li teracy for 
people of all ages and promoting public support for the NIH. 

Since 1992, the SEPA program has mobilized d iverse scien tific and medica l 
reso urces to strengthen the nation's K-12 education system and promote sc ience 
lea rning in formal and informal settings by people of all ages and backgrounds. 
Th rough exposure to genuine biomedi ca l science, SEPA programs insp ire 
diverse young people across the "US to become the next generation of biomedica l 
researchers and educators. The SEPA program has demonstrated extraordinary 
snccess in promoting access for a ll students- including those fro m groups 
underrepresented in science-related profeSSions- to the latest d iscoveries and 
exc itement of biomedical research. In addition, K-12 teachers who are exposed to 
the latest sc ientific discoveries and are trained in using high-quali ty science 
curriculum material s through SEPA programs are better prepared to teach and 
share their excitement abou t sc ience w ith millions of stu dents each year. Many 
of these teachers participate in the research programs themselves. Fnrthermore, 
exhibits and programs at science centers and museums also build sc ience li teracy 
by engaging community members of all ages. Other web, television and 
mutimedia resources also tell the stories of translational discovery . All of these 
SEPA programs engender pub li c support for NIH and the public funding of 



biomedica l research. The SEPA program is a lready effectively addressing many 
of the 2010 recommendations on K-12 STEM ed ucation from the President's 
Council of Advisors on Scien ce and Technology. 

SEPA proj ects h ave received l1lLmerous awards that recognize their high qua lity 
and their significant contri butions to science education. For example, this year 
the j ournal Science gave three of the first six Science Prize for Online Resources 
in Education (SPORE) awards to current or past SEPA grantees. 

The SEPA community is unlike an y other group of federa l education grantees. 
We address K-12 science edu cation in both formal and in for mal settings, provide 
a forum for edu cationa l innovation, rigorously evaluate educational outcomes 
and impacts, and are a proven vehicle for fostering community engagement in 
the NIH mission. Mu ch synergy h as been gained by gathering formal and 
informal K-12 programs into a single coh esive community that works together 
and learns from each other. The SEPA program is unique among federa l 
programs in bringing together this diverse group and in buil ding this synergy. 

The signers of thi s letter represent the nationwide community of people who 
lead SEPA-funded projects. We are scien t ists, physicians, university and K-12 
edu cators, science center and museum leaders, and scien tific society staff. We 
believe strongly that NIH's promotion of scien ce and heal th education through 
the SEPA program is highly successful despite a very modest annual budget, 
currently less than $25 million. It provides an indispensable positive 
contribution to the education and health of the American public. We thus urge 
you to continue strong support for a coherent SEPA program with fun ding at the 
current level or higher. 

cc : Dr. Francis Collins, Director, NIH 
Dr. Lawrence A. Taba k, Co-Chair, NCRR Task Force 
Dr. Alan Guttmacher, Co-Chair, NCRR Task Force 
Director's Council of Public Representatives 



Lisa M. Abrams , Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
Department of Foundations of Ed ucation 
Virginia COllllllonwealth Uni versity 

Walter C. All an , MD 
Med ical Director 
Foundation for Blood Research 
and Consulting Scienti st 
Science Works for ME 

Sandra F. Amass, DVM, PhD 
Professor ancl Associate Dean for Engagement 
P urdue Uni versity School of Veterinary Medicine 

~~~~ 
Dav id L. Anderson 
Associate Professor of Philosop hy 
Illinois State Un iversi ty 

Barbara Baumstark, Ph.D. 
Professor of Biology 
Georgia State University 
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; udith S. Bond, PhD 
Evan Pugh Professor and Chair 
Ilepaliment of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 
Penn State University College of Medicine 

Susan E. Bonk 
Director of Education and Exhibits 
EdVenlure Children's Museum 

Gerry Boss, M.D. 
Professor of Med icine 
Uni versity of Californi a , San Diego 

T heresa B. Britschgi, MS 
BioQuest Di rector 
Seattl e Biomedical Research Insti tute 
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,all' I.. Browll 
Co PI 11e;1r1 Sm<.l rL Sr. \ '1' i.c..: uctlliol1 
M iami Science 1\·1 I1scum 

Willi am E . Cameron, PhD 
Associate P rofessor 
Department of Behavioral Neuroscience 
Oregon Health & Sc ience U nivers ity 
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L. Arthur Campfie ld, Ph.D. 
Professor, Food Science and Human Nutriti on 
COlorado State Uni vers ity 

Charles Carlson 
Project D irector, Sen ior Scientist 
Exp loratorium 



An n Chester, Ph D. 
Assistant Vice President for Health Sciences for Social 
Justice 
Robert C. Byrd Health Sciences Center 
West Vi rgini a Uni versity 

Jeanne T ing Chowning 
D irector of Ed ucation 
Northwest Association for B iomed ical Research 

J:rfl~~ 
Toby Citrin 
D irector, Center fo r Public Health and Community 
Genomi cs 
Un iversity of Michi gan School of Publi c Health 

Theodore Cla rk , PhD 
Associate Professor 
Director of Grad uate S tudies Field of Immunology 
Departm ent of Mi crobiology & Immunology 
Cornell University 

V ictoria Coats 
Manager of Ex hibit Research and Development 
Oregon Muse um of Science and Indu stry 

Isobel R. Contento, PhD. 

Mary Swartz Rose Professor of Nutrition and Education 

and Coordinator, 
Program in Nutrition , Box 137 
Department of Health and Behav ior Studi es 
Teachers Coll ege , Columbia Uni versity 

Brid get C. Co ughlin , PhD 
V ice President 
Denver Museum of Nature & Science 

Va lence Davi lli er 
Vice Pres ident of Exhibits 
Great Lakes Sc ience Center 

Maggie DeBon, PhD. 
Associate Professor 
University of Tennessee Health Science Cenler
Memphi s 
Department of Preventive Med icine 
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Dr. Sonsoles cle Lacalle 
Associate Professor 
Charles Drew University o f Medicine and Science 

Gregory DeFranc is 
D irector of Educati on 
Monlshire M useum of Science 
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Susan A. DeRiemer , Ph.D. 

Professor, Department of Professional and Med ical 

Ed ucation 
Meharry Medi cal Coll ege 

Donald A. DeRosa 
Clini cal Assistant Professor, Curri culum and Teachin g 
Boston University School of Educati on 
Resea rch Assistant Professo r, Biochemi stry 
Boston Uni versity School of Medi cin e 
PI of C ilyLab SEPA 

Judy D iamond, PhD. 
Professor and Curator 
Uni versity of Nebraska State Museum 

Erin L. Dolan , Ph.D. 
Associate Professor. Bioc.hemi stry 
Out reach Director, r ralin Life Sc ience Institute 
V irgini a Tech 
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Janet M Dubin sky, Ph.D . 
P rofessor 
2009 Science Educator Award , Society fo r Neuroscience 
Dept. of Neuroscience 
U ni versity of Minnesota 
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S. Monroe Duboise, PhD. 
Associate Professor of M icrobiology 
U niversity of Southern Maine 

'-fY7~ cU' 0~ 
Melani W. Duffrin , PhD, RD, LON 
Assoc iate Professor of Nutrition Science 
FoodMASTER Director 
Director of Special Projects Center for Science, 
Mathemati cs, and Technology Eclucation 
East Carolin a University 

La uri e A. K. Fin k, PhD 
D irecto r of Science Programs 
Science Museum of Minnesota 

Carl Franzblau, PhD . 
Professor , Biochemi stry 
Boston Uni versity School of Med icine 
PI of Ci tyLa b SEPA 

Ma urice Godfrey, PhD. 
Associate Professor of Pedi atri cs 
Uni versity of Nebraska Medical Center 
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SaVina Haywoocl 
North Star - Principal Investi gator 
Anchorage Museum 



Timothy M. Herman , Ph.D. 

Director, MSOE Center for BioMolec lllar Modeli ng 


Andrij Holian , Ph.D. 

Professor of Toxicology and Director Center for 

Environm enta l Health Sc iences 

The University or Montana 
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Barbara Hug, Ph.D. 

Clinical Assistant Professor 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 


Lewis Jacobson 
Professor of Biologica l Sciences 
Uni versity of Pittsburgh 

J~~~ 
Larry Johnson, PhD 
Director of PEER 
Professor of Veteri nary Integrat ive Bioscienees 
Texas A& M U niversity 

Ma.de S. Johnson. MD l\ll'j{ 
'Prafessoralld-Chair ' 

Dept. ofFamily Mem.cine 

PI, SMART Pro grru.n 

UMD-New Jersey Medical Sohool 


Mark A. Kaelin 
Principal Investigator 
Montclair State Universtiy 

Michael Kennedy, PhD 
Director, Science in Soc iety - an offi ce fo r science 
outreach & publi c engagement 
Research Ass!. Professor, Center for Genetic Medicine 
Northwestern University 

Heather E . Kleiner-Hancock , Ph.D . 
Associate Professor 
Departme nt o f Pharmaco logy, Toxicology & 
Ne uroscience 
Loui siana State Uni versity-Health Sciences Center 
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Mary Jo Ka roly, Ph.D. 
Research Associate Professor, Coll ege of Medicine, and 
D irector 
U F Center for Precoll egiate Education and T rain ing, 
Academic Affairs 
University of Florida 

M. Ann Lambros, Ph.D. 
Assistant Dean for Medi ca l Education 
Director, Center of Excell ence for Research, Teachin g, 
and Learnin g 
Wake Forest Univ ersity School of Medicine 



Carl G. Leukefeld 
Professor and Chair 
Department of Behavioral Science 
Bell A lcohol and Addi ctions Chair 
Uni versity of Kentllcky 

Michael Lichtenstein , MD 
Professor of Medi ci ne/Geri atrics 
SEPA Principal Investi gator 
Un iversity of Texas Health Science Center at San 
Antonio 

Bertram Lubin, M.D. 
President & Chief Executi ve Offi cer 
Children's Hospital & Research Center Oakland 

Naomi L. C. Luban, MD Chief, 
D ivision of Laboratory Medic ine 
D irector, Transfus ion Medicine! 
The Edward J. Mi ll er Donor Center 
Vice Chair for Academic Affairs, 
Department of Ped iatr ics 
Children's National Medica l Center 
Professor, Pediatrics and Pathology 
George Washington University 
School of Med icine and Hea lth Sciences 
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Dina Markowitz, Ph.D. 
Professor of Environmental Medicine 
Director, Center for Science Education and Outreach 
University of Rochester 
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Laura W . Martin , Ph.D. 
Senior D irector of Educational Servi ces 
A ri zona Sc ience Center 

Ma rsha Lakes Matyas, PhD. 
Di recto r of Ed uca ti on Program s 
Ameri can Physio log ical Society 

Cheryl D. McCallum , Ed.D. 
Director of Education 
C hildre n's Museum of Ho uston 

Karina F. Meiri PhD, Professor of Anatomy and Cellular 
Biolgy, Neuroscience and Pharmaco logy , Director ofthe 
lntegrated Studi es Program , 
Tufts University Schoo l of Medicine. 

Leslie Mill er, Ph.D. 
Rice Universit y 
Center for Technology in Teaching and Learni ng 

Marco Molinaro, Ph.D. 

Chi ef Educa ti on Officer for the Center for Biophotonics , 

PI of the Science, Biosta ti sti cs , and Cancer Educati on 

SEPA grant, and Associate Program D irector for K- 16 
outreach of the UCD CTSC 
Un iversity of Califo rni a , Dav is (UCD) and the 
University of Californ ia , Dav is, Health System. 



Nancy P. Moreno, PhD 
Professor, All ied Health Sciences, and Fami ly and 
Community Medicine 
Sen ior Assoc iate Director, Center for Educational 
Outreach 
Bay lor Co ll ege of Medicine 
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1. Steve Oliver 

Professor and 


Associate Department Head 

Mathematics and Science Education 

The University of Georgia 
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Dav id H. Petering 
SEPA program Director 
Uni vers ity Disting ui shed Professor of Chem istry and 
B iochem istry 
D irector, NIEHS Children's Environmental Health 
Sc iences Core Center 
Univers ity of Wisconsin-M il waukee 

John A. Pollock, Ph.D. Associate Professor of Biological 
Sciences & Director of Partnership in Education 
Duquesne University Pittsburgh 

David D. Potter, PhD 
Robert W inthrop Professor of Neurobiology , emeritus 
Department of Neurob iology 
Harvard Medical School 

CldllditJ L. Pr yn ," 
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Carla Romney , D.Sc .. M.B.A. 
Assistant Dean, Graduate Med ical Sciences 
Assoc iate Professor, Science and Engineering 
Bosto n U niversity School of Med icine 
PI of Ci ty Lab SEPA 

Patri ce G. Saab, Ph.D. 
Assoc iate Professor 
Un iversi ty of Miami 

Joan F. Schanck, MPA 
D irector, Education and Workforce Developmen t 
Pittsburgh Tissue Engineerin g Initiati ve , Inc. 
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MOlllqUie Scott 
Assistant Director ()t Cultulf'al .Education 
American Museum (!,f Nal:uru'! History 
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Virginia L. Shepherd , Ph.D. 
P rofessor of Pathology 
D irecto r, Center for Science Outreach 
Vanderbilt University 
Seni or Career Scie nti st 
V A Medical Center 

Linda S. Shore, Ed.D 
D irector, Teacher Institute 
Exploratorium 

Rebecca Smith , PhD 
Co-Director 
Science & Health Education Partnership 
Uni versity o f California at San Franci sco 

Loui sa A. Stark, Ph.D. 
D irector, Geneti c Science Learning Center 
Associate D irecto r, Community Engagement Core, 
Center for Clinical and Translati onal Sciences 
University of Utah 

John J. Stein , Ph .D . 
Seni o r Lecturer 
Brown Uni versity Department o f Neuroscience 
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Kimberly D. Ta nner, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Departme nt of B io logy 
D irector , SEPAL: The Sc ience Educati on Partnership 
and Assessme nt Laborato ry 

Patric ia A. Thomas, M.I.) 
Pn !lessor or Patho logy 
;\ssoc:iH lC Dedll 
OrJi cG oJ'C ult li ra l Enhancement and Diversi ty 
Uni vers ity or KallsHs SchoOl orrvledicinc 

Martin Weiss, PhD 
Science Interpretation 
New York Hall of Sc ience 
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Maril yn A. Winkleby, Ph.D ., MPH 
Professo r of Medicine 
Stanford Prevention Research Center 
Fac ulty Director, Offi ce of Community Health 
Stanford University School of Medi cine 

Kelley Withy MD, PhD 
Professor, Dept. Compl ementary/Alternati ve Medi cine 
Univ ersity of Hawaii John A. Burns School of Medicine 
Director, Hawaii /Pacific Area Hea lth Educati on Center 
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Marl ys H. Witte , MD 
Professor of Surgery 
Director, S tudent Research Programs 
Un iversity of Ari zona College of Medicine 

Charles A. Wooel, PhD 
Executive Director, Center for Eel ucational Technologies 
Wheeling Jesuit Univers ity 

Eve Syrk in Wurtele 
Professor 
Department of Geneti cs, 
Development anel Cell Biology 
Iowa State U ni vers ity 

J. Michael Wyss, Ph.D. 

Professor of Cardi ology, Cell Biology, Med icine, 

Ne urol ogy , Neurobio logy and Psychology 
Director, Center for Co mmun ity OutReach Development 
Associate Director , UAB Alzheimer's Disease Research 
Center 
The Uni versity of Alabama at Birmingham 
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Debra L. Yo uri ck, Ph.D. 
Director, Office of Science Ed ucation and S trategic 
Communications 
Walter Reed Army Institute of Research 


