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Benefits of NIH-supported Biomedical Research 

Improves public health 

Stimulates economic gains 

Advances scientific knowledge 

Strengthens the biomedical workforce  
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Impact of NIH-supported Biomedical Research 

In the last 25 years, NIH‐supported biomedical research has led to 
human health benefits that both extend lifespan and reduce illness.  

Examples Include:  

• Prolonging Life and Reducing Disability:  A baby born today can look forward to 
an average lifespan of nearly 79 years – nearly three decades longer than a baby 
born in 1900.  

• Increasing Survival Rates for Breast Cancer: The five‐year survival rate  for breast 
cancer has risen from 75 percent in the mid-1970s to over 90 percent today.  

• Lessening the burden of HIV/AIDS: Tremendous progress in treatment and 
prevention research is enabling the world to imagine achieving an AIDS-free 
generation.  

• Increasing Survival Rates for Childhood Leukemia: Survival rates for children with 
the most common childhood leukemia (acute lymphocytic leukemia) is now 90 
percent.  

 
 Sources: http://www.nih.gov/about/impact/impact_health.pdf, NIH FY 2014 Congressional Justification 
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New Charge:  Value of Biomedical Research 

NIH requests that the SMRB identify 

appropriate parameters and 

approaches for assessing and 

communicating the value of biomedical 

research (VOBR) supported by NIH.  
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New Charge:  Value of Biomedical Research (cont.) 

Specifically, the SMRB is asked to: 

 Analyze current strategies for assessing the value of 
biomedical research, examining both national and 
international methodologies; 

 Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of both extant and 
potential approaches for evaluating the value of biomedical 
research; and 

 Identify fundamental principles that should guide any 
comprehensive and rigorous approach for assessing the 
value of biomedical research. 
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NIH… 
 Turning Discovery Into Health 
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